
 	   
  

Children and Young People in Church Safeguarding Policy  

Keeping children safe is a priority for St Mary’s church. This policy outlines the procedures 
which will help to ensure that all under 18s are kept as safe as possible whilst attending St 
Mary’s.  

1. Children and young people attending groups intentionally held for their age group 

Where children and young people are attending an activity intentionally held for their age 
group, all leaders will be recruited according to the Safer Recruitment and DBS policies.  

All attendees should have a consent form completed by their parents/ guardian.  

Where visitors attend the session, as much contact information as possible will be collected 
and the  Leaders will then endeavour to get a completed consent form as soon as possible. 
At the sessions, leaders will ‘sign in’ and ‘sign out’ each child at the start and end.   
Children in kids’ groups will need to be accompanied to and from their group by an adult 
over 18.  

During Sunday services, the accompanying adult must remain on the church site. This is 
communicated to parents/guardians 

Children in youth groups may attend the session alone if the relevant consent has been 
given.  

Every reasonable measure will be taken to keep children and young people safe whilst they 
are on site.  

2. Children attending general church events  
Where children attend a church service or event that is open to the general public and not 
specifically designed for under 18s, parents/guardians will be reminded that their children 
are their responsibility.   

Children in primary school (or younger than primary school age) should not attend church 
without an adult. If this does happen then every effort would be made to contact the parent 
or guardian to discuss their attendance.  

Where a youth-aged person wants to attend an adult small group unaccompanied, the 
Group Leader will make provision with the parent, if appropriate.  

Safeguarding children is the responsibility of everyone within the church community.  

Reviewed annually – last reviewed: May 2026      Page  of  1 2



Our Children Champions, Ministry leads, Church Wardens and members of the PCC are 
safeguarding trained and are vigilant in preventing, noticing and reporting safeguarding-
related concerns. 

Reviewed annually – last reviewed: May 2026      Page  of  2 2


	Children and Young People in Church Safeguarding Policy
	Children attending general church events

